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xxxii AXNUAL REPORT OF THE [Pus. Doc.
Razlway Construction in 1882.
Track laid during the year 1882.

STATES. Miles. STATES. Miles.
Alabama............ eeesess] 37.5 Mississippi..ccoeveeeennn 87.25
Arizona.......... cereaceess 192.5 Missourisesureeieennnn.. 308.65
Arkansas ........ ceveseaan- 529.1 Montana ................ 309.5
California...eev.vue.. eee...] 285.86 | Nebraska ..... Cecesaenns 210.7
Colorado ....... B L 1 | Nevada ....... teeseeanen 44
Connecticut. oo voveunnns 2.85 | New Hampshire......... 17.34
Dakota ..... Cetreeaneeaiaan 480.2 || New Jersey .......cuunn. 85.1
Florida. . ....vv o.o.... eees | 204.6 | New Mexico .c.vveues-.. 21.68
Georgia.......... ceces sen. 805 New York ...... ....... 732.32
ldaho ....... .............] 801 South Carolina.......... 154.25
Illinois ....... seess.ssasnes 385.20 | Ohio..ivirveene.ivenine. 554.95
Indian Ter...ccco0 vaeeuee.| 67 || Oregon .... ...... conne. 554.95
Indiana....co0evvnveees....! 528.8 || Pennsylvania. .......... 404.15
Towa ccovvennnns cresnpenans 953.37 | South Carolina .......... 57
Kansas ....... Ces  cetasens 217.85 || Tennese€..covveverveoas 133
Kentucky...ooovvevinnn.n.. 86 || Texas.....ooocvnonn.... 817
Louisiana..... erescrnerans 52.75 | Utah...... Crcssesennenas 175
Maine ....... cesas tesesnen 28 Vermont coeveevaneenee-. 8
Maryland... .ccoeeeniennnnn 41.75 || Virginia ...... Ceiieveans 228.37
Massachusetts. ......co0vnn. 5 West Virginia........... 20
Michigan ......... ceeeeaias 223.07 || Wisconsin ........e..... 390.29
Minnesota ....... cevasseans 441.4 || Wyoming .......... cenen 25.00
b Tn 44 States and Territories—Total .......cccevnvunnnn.n. 10, 314

The above cannot, however, be taken as an absolutely correct
statement of the mileage built, as it was published while it was
still impossible that scomplete returns could have been obtained.
But it, perhaps, approximates pretty closely the exact figures.

' The journal from which the above table is taken, goes on to say:

“ These figures place 1882 far ahead of any other year in respect
to railway building, the increase over 1881, hitherto the year of
most extraordinary construction, being about 1,500 miles, or more

than 16 per cent.

Comparative ratlway mileage for ten years ¢n the United Stutes.

Miles

YEAR. built.

1878, ceeerciennaeess| 4,107
1874, ceeivecicnnns .. 2,105
1875, 0eieeinananess 1,712
1876...... cesanae ... 2,712
1877 eenccncvneessss] 2,281

Total Miles | Total
mileage. YEAR. built. mileage.
70,278 1| 1878...cceeneceeans 2,687 | 81,778
72,883 || 1879...ccciiena. .| 4,721 | 86,497
74,096 || 1880.....ccc0vu.n.. 7,174 | 93,671
76,808 || 1881....c000eee a0 9,886 | 104,818
79,089 || 1882....c000000.0..| 10,814 | 115.627
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In regard to the prospects for future construction, we note the
important fact that of the 316 roads which are covered by this rec-
ord at least 140 are still uncompleted, and on many of these work
will be resumed in the spring, if it is not continued during the
winter. Bearing in mind that the number of lines on which grad-
ing was actively in progress during the year, although no track was
laid, is very large, and that a host of new projects have been in-
augurated upon which no tangible work has yet been done, and it
appears that railway building is likely to be active during 1883,
though it will probably be better for the country if it does not pro-
ceed with the extraordinary speed which has characterized the past
two years.”

Wiscousin has received her share of the activity in railway build-
ing, and records 390.29 miles of new track laid during the year.
The largest portion of this is in the northern and comparatlvely
undeveloped sections of the state.

The Legislature of 1882 by chapter 10 of the laws of that year,
transferred to the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha Com-
pany the rights and privileges theretofore enjoyed by the Chicago,
Portage & Superior. The transfer of the land grant, claimed by
the latter company, to the Omaha, was made on condition that
the Omaha Company complete its line into Superior before the 1st
-of December, 1882. About the middle of November, the provis-
ions of the law were complied with. The line was completed and
opened to the public and daily trains between St. Paul and Supe-
rior put in operation. The Chippewa Falls & Northern has just
completed its line from Bloomer through the counties of Chippewa
and Barron, and into the county of Burnett, forming a junction
with the North Wisconsin Division of the Omaha road, a short dis-
tance north of Shell Lake and about six miles south of the junction
of the Superior and Bayfield branches. It will be operated by and
belong to the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis & Omaha, when
-opened for traffic. This company has also extended its Bayfield
‘branch by laying track to a point 30 miles north of Cable. It has
about completed the grading of its line into Bayfield, and has fin-

ished the grading of a spur to Ashland from the main line, and will
¢ — RaiL. Conm.
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undoubtedly have that portion of its system in operation early in
the spring. The line connects with the Northern Pacific at Supe-
rior, and gives that road connection with a nearly direct route
through the center of our state to Chicago, independent of St. Paul
and Minneapolis, through which cities all its business has heretofore
passed. Besides apening up large tracts of undeveloped country,
valuable for its pine forests, these extensions of the Omaha line are
of incalculable importance to the western and northern parts of
ourstate, as well as the extensive country west of us tapped by this
system, as they open a new way to the commerce of the lakes by
short lines and easy grades. The magnificent harbors of Superior
and Bayfield will naturally draw to those places commerce which
would otherwise seek water communication at Milwaukee, Green Bay
or Chicago, for the east. These lines complete the system of the
Omaha in that portion of the state, with the exception of a short line
from Chippewa Falls to connect with the main line at some point
east of Eau Claire. This company has also built extensive shops
at Sunnyside, about two miles east of Eau Claire. and generally
improved the line to make it capable of doing the large business
demanded of it. From being only a few years ago one of the poor-
est paying lines in the state, it has advanced to be one of the best.
The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul is developing and maturing
its system, building spurs and branches as local business demands.
A spur has been built in the city of Stoughton to accommodate the
flouring mills there; one near the village of Waterloo to stone
quarry, and one in the city of Beaver Dam. A line from Brandon
in Fond du Lac county to Markesan, in Green Lake county has
just been completed. The Chippewa Valley & Superior com-
.menced in 1881 was completed early in the summer, and
passed into the hands of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul.
This line besides opening up the new territory on the banks
of the Chippewa river, is of great importance to the large
lumbering establishments of Eau Claire and Chippewa Falls by
offering this new outlet to their produce, and enabling them to
reach this important system of roads in Minnesota, Jowa and
Dakota over its own line. The road follows the banks of the Chip-
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pewa river from Eau Claire to its mouth. At Reed’s Landing it
crosses the Mississippi river on a pontoon bridge, similar in con-
struction to that at Prairie du Chien, and, as the Commissioner is
informed, owned and operated by the same parties. A branch has
also just been completed, leaving the main line on the east bank of
the Chippewa near the mouth of the Red Cedar river, crossing the
Chippewa, and following up the banks of the Red Cedar, through
the city of Menomonie, in Dunn county, to Red Cedar Falls, a
short distance north of where the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis &
Omaha crosses that stream.

The Wisconsin Central has added to its system a new line, built
during the summer, from its line in the city of Neenah south
through the cities of Oshkosh and Fond du Lac to a junction with
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul at Schleisingerville; from which
place it uses the road of the latter company into Milwaukee. The
Central in this manner gains an entrance into®Milwaukee inde-
pendent of the Milwaukee & Northern, which road it formerly
operated from Neenah south. A branch is also in process of con-
struction from Chelsea northeasterly. The Packwaukee & Montello
line, mostly built during the year, is operated by the Central.

The Milwaukee, Lake Shore & Western is pushing jits branches
steadily into the different sections of the upper]Wisconsin valley,
and is doing for the development of that portion of the state what
the Omaha company does for the northwestern extreme part. The
road has been extended from Summit Lake north to a point 11%
miles north of Monico, with a branch from Monico to’Rhinelander
on the Wisconsin river. A branch has also been built from the
main line at Antigo easterly to Bryant. '

The Chicago & Northwestern has built a line from Trempealeau
to Galesville, to aid in the building of which the latter'town voted
the company $12,000.00. .

The Northern Pacific has extended its line to a point southeast of
Superior, about two miles, with a view of extending it to Ashland,
and built a spur along St. Louis Bay to a point opposite Duluth,
and has under construction extensive docks in Superior harbor.

The Wisconsin & Michigan has extended its line north from
Stiles 40 miles.



